
CELEBRATES GALA
A CELEBRATION OF WHO WE’VE BECOME, TOGETHER.
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OMNI LA COSTA RESORT & SPA

HONORING THE CENTURY CLUB OF SAN DIEGO
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Celebrates Gala Committee
Our Celebrates Gala could not be possible without our outstanding Celebrates Gala
Committee! Your time, energy, and support are the driving force behind this event.
Your dedication means the world to our team, mission, and community as a whole at
Pro Kids, First Tee - San Diego. Thank you for everything you’ve done, and continue to
do,  for Pro Kids!

Tonight’s Program
5 p.m. - Reception

Silent Auction
Beat the Scholar Putting Contest - Courtesy of Callaway Golf

6:45 p.m. - Program
Celebrates Welcome Video
Welcome Remarks, Anabella Van Cotthem & Brent Douglas
Celebrates Chair, Kristin Cuthbertson
Honoree Remarks, Marty Gorsich & The Century Club of San Diego
Live Auction
Alumni Reflection, Christiana Keibally
Raise the Paddle
Closing Remarks, Karla Gomez & Lucy Labruzzo

Don’t miss out on our amazing silent and live auction items! 
Scan the QR code to start bidding. If you have any questions, just ask one
of our staff members—we’re happy to help!

Brent Douglas Christine Barbara Daniel Saldana

Jennifer Cota Karla Gomez Ken Bien Kristin Cuthbertson

Marty Gorsich Vivian Sayward Will SpeerLucy Labruzzo

Alana Cadaing



On behalf of our Board of Directors, Event Committee, and the entire Pro Kids family,
thank you for joining us tonight for an extraordinary evening. 

Tonight is, above all else, for our members. Every day at Pro Kids, First Tee – San Diego,
our youth build resilience, confidence, and character through our golf, academic, and
life-skills programs. This event is a celebration of their hard work, growth, and bright
futures. 

We are also proud to extend a special note of gratitude to the Century Club of San
Diego. For over 32 years, their unwavering dedication, guidance, and partnership have
helped shape Pro Kids into the refuge and launchpad it is today. We are profoundly
grateful for their champion spirit and decades-long investment in our youth. 

We truly could not have pulled this night off without you: our amazing guests,
supporters, and community. To our generous sponsors, our enthusiastic attendees, and
everyone who donated incredible auction items: your impact is felt in every corner of
this room and throughout every program we run. 

Thank you for standing alongside our members and helping them reach their full
potential. Enjoy the evening! 

With gratitude,  

Lucy Labruzzo 
Board President

Karla Gomez 
Interim Executive Director 

Kristin Cuthbertson 
Celebrates Chair 
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Welcome  to  Celebrates
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Leadership & Legacy

Past Honorees
2025 - Pat Swan
2024 - Marty & David Pendarvis
2023 - George & Meryl Young
2022 - Callaway Golf & Chip Brewer
2019 - Phil & Amy Mickelson
2018 - Linda Lang & Debra Reed
2017 - Stacy & Charley Hoffman
2016 - Peter Ueberroth
2014 - 20th Anniversary 
2012 - Bill & Karen Fontana 
2011 - Jay Rains
2010 - Rolf Benirschke

2008 - Richard C. Helmstetter
2007 - Al & Shari Severson
2006 - Tony Thornley
2005 - John G. Davies
2004 - Robert Horsman & San Diego National Bank
2003 - Phil Ward & The Century Club of San Diego
2002 - Supervisor Ron Roberts
2001 - Building Industry Association of San Diego
2000 - John & Becky Moores
1999 - Ernie Wright Sr. 

Executive Committee
Lucy Labruzzo – Board President

Ken Bien - Former Board President

Bert Edelstein – Vice President

Pat Swan – Vice President

Mark Andrews – Treasurer, Finance &
Operations Committee Chair

Kristin Cuthbertson – Governance
Committee Chair

Tony Thornley – Audit Committee Chair

Vivian Sayward – Value Drivers
Committee Chair

Jack Farnan – Programs Committee Chair

Board Members
Amy Romaker

Andee McCoy

Antrone Williams

Chip Brewer

Chris Colton

Dr. Michael Clar

John Black

Kris Wieckowski

Will Speer



2026 Honoree
We are absolutely thrilled to be honoring The Century Club of San Diego for their incredible
support and partnership at this year’s 2026 Celebrates Gala!

The Century Club’s roots with Pro Kids run deep. For over 30 years, they have been a vital
pillar of our community. Early visionary leaders like Phil Ward and Tom Wilson helped establish
this powerful foundation—bringing Pro Kids founder Ernie Wright’s vision to life through
longstanding mentorship traditions like the Tony Scholl Cup and unforgettable experiences at
Colina Park.

Today, that incredible legacy is as vibrant as ever. Under the leadership of CEO Marty Gorsich,
Jennifer Cota, and the entire Century Club staff and membership, a new generation of leaders
is carrying the torch forward. From front-row inspiration at Family Day during San Diego’s
premier PGA TOUR event, now The Sentry, to an annual day of service, today's Century Club
team remains deeply invested in giving our kids real-world opportunities and the confidence
to succeed on and off the course.

We truly couldn’t be more proud to honor a partner and supporter who embodies the heart of
our mission. Thank you to The Century Club for your long-time dedicated work  supporting  
our mission and our members.  

The Tony Scholl Cup is a treasured
tradition hosted by The Century Club at
Pro Kids’ City Heights location, Colina
Park Golf Course. The tournament brings
together Pro Kids members and Century
Club members, creating an opportunity
to build meaningful relationships with
Century Club members who are deeply
invested in the success of Pro Kids youth.

The Century Club is a nonprofit that supports
other nonprofits, generously helping community
partners through giving time, funding, and
sharing members’ skills and expertise. Most
notably, they have been the operational team
behind The Sentry, previously the Farmers
Insurance Open, at Torrey Pines since 1961,
gathering meaningful support to local youth and
community initiatives, including Pro Kids, First
Tee - San Diego. 
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Tony Scholl Cup
2013 and 2014
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Christiana has been a proud part of Pro Kids since she became a
member in 2012, when she was just seven years old. Since then, she
has completed over 600 hours of community service, grown into a
leader, and continues to give back to Pro Kids long after graduating
from the program—a testament to the lifelong impact our
community has on the young people it serves.

Pro Kids gave Christiana her very first job opportunities, working at
Summer Camps and in the Pro Shop, where she developed a sense
of leadership, responsibility, and a strong work ethic. She thanks Pro
Kids for giving her a start with these experiences. 

Alumni Speaker
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Christiana Keibally

Ken Bien
A huge thank you to

Former Board President, Pro Kids, First Tee – San Diego
For ten years, Ken Bien served as our Board President, and as an organization, we are so
incredibly proud of his leadership.

Ken, we are deeply grateful for all the time and energy you’ve dedicated to Pro Kids over the
years. Taking time out of your days, constantly showing up for our members, and giving so
much of yourself to our mission has meant the world to our kids and our entire community.

Thank you for your incredible commitment and ongoing support. You are a true core part of
the Pro Kids family.

Christiana also credits Pro Kids scholarship support for being able to pursue higher education and
truly experience college life outside of San Diego—an opportunity that expanded her horizons and
helped shape her future. Christiana continues to both work and volunteer at our City Heights
location, truly dedicated to giving back to the organization that has poured so much into her, and
continues to do so.

Christiana is now a scholar, in her last year of undergraduate studies at Cal State University Los
Angeles. Her story is a powerful example of what happens when young people are surrounded by
encouragement, opportunity, and caring mentors. Pro Kids doesn't just support children while
they're in the program—it helps shape compassionate, driven leaders who continue serving others
long after they graduate. Looking ahead, Christiana hopes to build a successful career in
engineering technology and to one day give back financially so future members can experience
the same opportunities that changed her life.



VISION SPONSOR

IMPACT SPONSOR

TONY & GILLIAN THORNLEY
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Thank you to our sponsors!

CHAMPION SPONSOR SUPPORTING SPONSOR
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TABLE SPONSOR

Thank you to our sponsors!
AMY & JOHN ROMAKER

BERT EDELSTEIN & KAREN HELRICH
BILL & KAREN FONTANA

BOB CUTHBERTSON
CHARLEY HOFFMAN FOUNDATION

DR. MICHAEL CLAR & JAN PHILLIPS-CLAR
CORDOBA

EMERALD ISLE GOLF COURSE
GIS SURVEYORS

HEARTLAND JOULE
HME

KEVIN CARRAHER
KRISTIN CUTHBERTSON & BRENT DOUGLAS

LOCKTON COMPANIES
L2 SOLUTIONS

MARK ANDREWS & VIRGINIA NELSON
NV5

PURE INSURANCE
QUANTA SERVICES

SAN DIEGO JUNIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION
SNELL & WILMER

THE CENTURY CLUB OF SAN DIEGO
THE LEGACY
TROON GOLF

VICTORIA WRIGHT
VIVIAN & JOHN SAYWARD

PRO KIDS SPONSOR
CAMPOS EPC     

MARK ANDREWS & VIRGINIA NELSON
MICHELS PACIFIC

PAT SWAN & NITA STORMES

AUCTION DONOR
ALEX YERBURY & LOMAS SANTA FE COUNTRY CLUB

BRADFORD PORTRAITS
CALLAWAY GOLF & FOUNDATION
CHARLEY HOFFMAN FOUNDATION

CHRIS COLTON & PAUMA VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB
CITY CRUISES SEAFARERS PASS

CORONADO GOLF COURSE
DAVID HILFMAN

DR. MICHAEL CLAR & LA JOLLA COUNTRY CLUB
EMERALD ISLE GOLF COURSE

FAIRBANKS RANCH COUNTRY CLUB
FUJIKURA

FULL SWING
GO GOLF

GOLFMOTOCADDY
JOHN SAYWARD

JOSEPH MACDOUGALL
KRISTIN CUTHBERTSON & THE FARMS GOLF CLUB

LOS ANGELES GOLF CLUB
MINGEI INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM

MISTER A'S

MONARCH BEACH GOLF LINKS
OMNI LA COSTA RESORT & SPA

PARK HYATT AVIARA RESORT
PAUMA VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB

PEBBLE BEACH RESORTS
PUPPIES & GOLF
PURE INSURANCE

RAMS HILL GOLF CLUB
RANCHO SANTA FE GOLF CLUB

RICK PETERS & THE BRIDGES
ROLF BENIRSCHKE & SAN DIEGO ZOO

SAN DIEGO AIR & SPACE MUSEUM
SAN DIEGO PADRES

SNELL & WILMER
TAYLORMADE GOLF

THE CENTURY CLUB OF SAN DIEGO
THE CROSBY CLUB

THE HEIGHTS GOLF CLUB
THE HENRY

TOM & PAM MONSON
TROON GOLF
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- Tony & Gillian
 Thornley

PRO KIDS, FIRST TEE - SAN DIEGO10

Congratulations...
Congratulations to the Century Club and all its members, current and past, who have
forged a close partnership with Pro Kids for many years.

The Century Club is the engine behind the Torrey Pines PGA Tour event in all its flavors,
from the Andy Williams to now, the Sentry. In driving that annual event, they raise large
sums for charity, and Pro Kids has benefited from their hard work and generosity.

Thank you to everyone at The Century Club who makes opportunities a reality for Pro
Kids members!



Thank you to The Century Club of San Diego on their second acknowledgement of their
continued financial support of Pro Kids, First Tee - San Diego. Over three decades of men
and women sponsoring a world-class PGA golf tournament and continuing to fund San
Diego youth through Pro Kids, First Tee - San Diego. Cheers for a well-deserved honor and
an exciting evening!
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Phil Ward 
Chairman of The Century Club, 1993
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Tony Scholl Cup Winners 2009

Tony Scholl Cup Winners 2025



Because of the incredible generosity of Mr. Fenton’s family and friends, Pro Kids brought nine
members to Monterey in 2026. Our youth played some of the nation's most esteemed golf
courses and took in the beauty of Northern California's coast, all while making core
memories and building lasting relationships.

For many years, Mr. Fenton’s legacy has been woven into Pro Kids through his support as a
host sponsor at Cypress Point. This ongoing tradition provides a extraordinary opportunity
for our kids, one they look forward to year after year.

We extend our deepest gratitude to the Fenton family and friends for honoring his memory,
celebrating his life, and ensuring his impact on Pro Kids endures for generations to come.
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Thank You

2013

2005

Mr. Fenton and Pro Kids at Cypress Point



Through world-class golf, premium hospitality, and meaningful conversation, 
an environment is created where authentic relationships flourish, lasting 

connections are built, and memorable experiences reflect the spirit of collaboration 
and community that define this event. 

Since 1961 the Century Club of San Diego
has operated San Diego’s PGA TOUR
event, now The Sentry, to showcase our
city to an international audience, generate
revenue for the local economy, and 
make a difference in our community by
supporting nonprofits that benefit at-risk
and underserved youth.

We believe that through the giving of our
time, treasure, and talent we can make a
lasting impact in San Diego.

We are honored to have partnered with
Pro Kids since its inception in 1994, and
support Ernie Wright’s innovative vision
of promoting character development,
life skills, and values to our local youth
through education and the game of golf.

The Sentry debuts at Torrey Pines this coming January.

CENTURYCLUBSD.ORG

Golf for the Greater Good





My name is Alexander C. My relationship with Pro Kids has been a
supportive, beloved community where I feel safe and can be
myself. I started Pro Kids in third grade at the age of seven, and for
the past eight years, I have been part of a wonderful community
that has helped shape who I am as a person. During those years, I
participated in golf and Pro Kids isn't just a community, it's more
like a family, and it makes me proud to be part of something that
always encourages people to try new things.

Growing up, I wasn't a social person. Most of the time, I was that
quiet kid trying not to be noticed at all. That changed once I
started Pro Kids. Everyone was so welcoming, and every time, a
coach or staff member would try to start a conversation with me.
Because of that, I slowly became more social and grew as a
person.

Alex C.
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Get to Know...

One specific moment that sticks with me the most happened during Pro Kids' College Road Trip, a
yearly tradition where students visit universities together. After we finished touring schools, we
stopped at a Topgolf location to hang out and play golf. What made this memory stick with me so
much was realizing that even though not everyone was from the same Pro Kids location, we were
all still part of the same Pro Kids community. I got to meet new people, try new things, and had a
great time on that road trip.

I've realized my role at Pro Kids has changed over time. At first, I was the one being taught how to
play golf. But over the years, I've learned so much that this summer I volunteered to help kids in
the summer program and teach them golf myself. Pro Kids has also played a role in guiding me
through difficult times growing up, and even now, they continue to give me advice and help me
become more independent. But I think the most important thing this community taught me was
how to treat others with respect , especially the coaches and staff, who have always been
supportive of me.

I will always be grateful for being part of Pro Kids and for
the amazing opportunities I had growing up. Now that I'm
getting ready to graduate, I know Pro Kids will always
have a place in my heart. None of this would have been
possible without the financial aid Pro Kids provided, it's
what allowed me to be part of this community and take
part in all the special events throughout the year. Finally,
I hope Pro Kids continues to grow. In the near future, I'd
love to see more locations open up. But more personally,
I want other kids to have the chance to experience the
same amazing journey that Pro Kids gave me.



Highlights & Looking Ahead
As summer wraps up, our kids are heading back to school, bringing the momentum from an
incredible season of growth right into the classroom. Over the past few months, our members
took full advantage of every opportunity, from playing historic courses on our Monterey Golf
Trip to touring campuses across California on our College Road Trip. Our students also
represented Pro Kids on the national stage through several First Tee opportunities: Kendia and
Liana attended the Game Changers Academy, Luke qualified for the PURE Insurance
Championship for this September, and Kalia is participating in the Drive Your Future Academy in
October. 

On top of that, we are proud to be supporting 13 incoming freshman through our scholarship
program, providing a total of 41 scholars in this cohort with the financial assistance and
mentorship they need as they head off to college. We are continuing to guide our current high
school members as well. This fall, we have tours planned to San Diego State University,
University of San Diego, Cal State University San Marcos, and University of California San Diego,
so our high schoolers may visualize their future opportunities. 

With all of our members returning to school, our learning centers in City Heights and Oceanside
are back in full swing with students coming in for homework help, tutoring, and college prep. We
are excited to be supporting our students through these resources and are looking forward to
guiding them throughout this next 2026-2027 school year. We are already eagerly awaiting our
Annual Holiday Parties at both of our City Heights and Oceanside Campus’s, where we’ll get to
celebrate our cherished holidays together with our Pro Kids family.

Our community outreach hit major milestones earlier this year. Through partnerships with Price
Philanthropies and Callaway, we helped Hoover High School reinstate its men's golf team and
establish its first women's golf team in over 70 years! To ensure these student-athletes thrive,
we are providing them with uniforms, equipment, and transportation to and from their
tournaments.

With four months left in the year, we are so excited for everything we can accomplish together.
Thank you for continuing to stand alongside our kids and our mission!
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Why Your 
Support Matters

Your Impact
 as a Donor

The mission of Pro Kids, First Tee - San Diego is to challenge underserved youth to excel
in life by promoting character development, life skills, and values through education

and the game of golf.

At Pro Kids, we believe every child deserves access
to transformative opportunities. With support from
donors like you, we are able to offer golf instruction,
academic enrichment, and scholarships to all youth, no
matter their financial background. Each of these
programs allows youth from all backgrounds to learn,
grow, and thrive.

$250: Helps fund Learning Center activities, STEM
workshops, and field trips that bring our character
education lessons to life.
$500: Provides transportation, meals, and materials
for one of our monthly college visits for high school
students
$1,000: Covers one full-year membership for a Pro
Kids youth

How to Get Involved
Donate: Provide financial support and ensure equal access to golf, academic support,
and leadership programs.

Volunteer: Share your time and skills by mentoring youth, assisting with academic
support, or helping at community events. 

Corporate Partnerships: Engage your company through event sponsorships, employee
volunteer programs, and matching gift opportunities. 

Attend Events: Experience the impact firsthand by joining exclusive donor receptions,
golf outings, and our annual gala. 

Planned Giving: Ensure a lasting legacy by making ongoing donations through our Legacy
Donation program. 

Christine Barbara, Marketing and Development Director 
cbarbara@prokidsonline.org

Karla Gomez, Interim Executive Director
 kgomez@prokidsonline.org
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For additional information, contact
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Pro Kids Golf Invitational

PRO KIDS GOLF INVITATIONAL

Questions? 
Christine Barbara at

cbarbara@prokidsonline.org

Hit the course for a cause alongside General Chairman Tony Thornley and our
Pro Kids supporters! Enjoy a round at Maderas Golf Club while empowering

local youth and making our programs accessible throughout San Diego.

EVENT DETAILS: 

WHEN: 
Monday, November 2

WHERE: 
Maderas Golf Club

JOIN / SPONSOR



 

 



Thank you for 
celebrating with us!

Thank you so much for being here with us tonight at the 2026 Celebrates Gala! Having
you in the room makes Pro Kids, First Tee – San Diego what it is, and we couldn't be more
grateful for this community.

Tonight is truly a celebration of who we’ve become, together. As we look to the future,
we’d love to know your thoughts on this evening.

Please take a moment to scan the QR code below or tap the link. We’d love to hear what
you enjoyed, what we can improve, and any ideas you have for future events. This
community belongs to all of us, and your voice means the world to us!

This evening—and every day—would not be possible without the dedication of our
team. We proudly recognize the Pro Kids, First Tee staff:

Alana Cadaing
Alan Canedo

Benito Munguia
Blake Wimer
Breann Horn

Cameron Scott
Cammin Sykeo

Christine Barbara
Christiana Keibally
Curtis Burkhead
Daniel Gonzalez
Daniel Saldana

Daniel Yang
Eduardo Corona
Esabella Barba

Emet Miller
Ethan Lee

Evelyn Aguilar
Fernanda Lara

Jenrick L Quemado
John Gadzala
Juan Duenas
Karla Gomez

Kellany Villanueva
Kevin Sheriff
Mary Villegas
Melanie Reyes

Michael Mehran
Osvaldo Tobon

Roberto Canedo
Romelo Liberato

Stephen Im
Summer McGrane

Tyler Willis
Twannia Baker-Hall

Scan the QR code to take the survey or visit the link below. 
thefirstteesandiego.org/celebrates-feedback


